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Friends Update

Friends update
What an exciting few months at the Aigantighe. We really
enjoyed celebrating the exhibition openings of Helen
Willcock back in May. We also look forward to an exciting
collaborative exhibition with The Physics Room, opening on
Saturday 8 September at 2pm.
On Thursday 6 September at 5.30pm we have our AGM
where we will be proposing amendments to our constitution
If you would like to read the Constitution before the AGM,
please request it by emailing friends@aigantighe.org.nz.
We have a new exciting project that we are working towards
with the Aigantighe team: a series of signs along our coastal
walking track that features reproductions from the Gallery’s
Permanent Collection. We hope to launch this project later
this year.
Finally, I would like to thank our committee, Friends
members and the gallery team for their support while I
have been in the President’s seat. This has been my second
stint as President. Together we have achieved so much
- ultimately helping the love for the arts to grow in our
community. I wish the new elected President of the Friends
of the Aigantighe Art Gallery at the AGM all the best.
Roselyn Fauth - Friends President

Gallery Update

Gallery update
Established by the initiative of then Director, Ainslie Manson,
in 1976, the Friends have remained loyal supporters of the
Aigantighe. This past financial year has been no different,
with the successful fundraising efforts for the restoration
of Don Binny’s Green Autumn Te Henga, 1967. This past
financial year the Friends have also hosted five exhibition
openings, all with a common theme of celebrating artists
of South Canterbury. Three of these exhibitions were by
contemporary local artists - Helen Willcock, Clare Eairlie
Maxwell and Judith Cordeaux. Equally we have an exciting
exhibition schedule planned for the coming year and look
forward to seeing you at the Gallery.
The Friends committee are a dynamic group of art lovers
who are committed to supporting us. The committee are
dedicated to their members too aim to host more public
talks over the next year. They have also set an ambitious
fundraising target of $15,000 for the conservation and
development of the collection.
On behalf of all our gallery staff, I would like to extend our
sincere gratitude for all the support we recieve from the
Friends of the Aigantighe Art Gallery.
Cara Fitzgerald - Art Gallery Manager

William Greene
Artist Profile

A humble man of the arts
Since the inception of the Aigantighe Art Gallery in 1956,
the Collection has grown to a treasure trove of over 1700
paintings, drawings, and sculptures. With-in this diverse
public collection of art there are 13 paintings by the South
Canterbury artist William Greene.
Greene was described as a “gentle natured, sensitive, shy
little man who loved everything and everyone. There was
not a bite of vice in his make-up.” (Philip Dovovan 27 August 1968) But
despite this image of gentleness, Greene was a giant figure
in the development of the arts in South Canterbury at the
start of the 20th century. He was beloved by his many pupils
for his readiness to help; he was a founding member and
supporter of the South Canterbury Art Society; he was well
known to many art lovers in the Canterbury region.
Greene was born in Australia and immigrated to Dunedin,
New Zealand, with this family in 1874 at the age of 2. In
1894 Greene came to Timaru and established his first studio
in Bank Street, near the Woollen Factory. In the following
year, on 1 October 1896, Greene went into partnership with
C.H.T. Sterndale (an artist who settled in Timaru in 1895),
and opened an art school and studio in the Royal Arcade on
Stafford Street.

Artist Profile

In 1900 Greene decided to travel to Melbourne to study
with the sculptor Charles Richardson (1853-1932). Before
departing Timaru, Greene displayed a large number of his
works in the local shops and sold 25 paintings.

William Greene, Scene in Surrey, c.1909, oil on canvas,
Aigantighe Art Gallery Collection, 1956.23.

William Greene, Landscape, c.1910, oil on board,
Aigantighe Art Gallery Collection, 2004.7.

William Greene, The Roadmakers at Patiti Point, 1916,
canvas, Aigantighe Art Gallery Collection, 1956.22.
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William Greene, The Unemployed, 1913, oil on canvas,
Aigantighe Art Gallery Collection, 2002.9.

William Greene, Spring - South Canterbury Riverbed, c.1913,
oil on canvas, Aigantighe Art Gallery Collection, 1956.76.

William Greene, The Soldier - Corporal Smith, c.1899, oil on canvas,
Aigantighe Art Gallery Collection, 1970.7.
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William Greene, Highland Cattle, Claremont, 1904, oil on
canvas, Aigantighe Art Gallery Collection, 1960.3.

A year later, Greene returned to Timaru, but in 1905 he
decided to travel again - this time to London to study at
the Calderons School of Animal Painting in Kensington
under Briton Riviere (1840-1920) and Sir Alfred East
(1844-1913). While traveling in Europe Greene met
Katrine Josefine Walchter (1882-1957) - a Hungarian
artist who he later married in London.
In 1912 Greene took up a part time teaching position at
Timaru Boys’ High School and a position at the Timaru
Technical College. Then in 1921 he moved to Christchurch
and took up a position at the Christchurch Teacher’s
Training College. But before leaving Timaru (as a founding
member and for his dedication to the arts in the region)
he was made a life member of the South Canterbury Art
Society. Greene died in Christchurch at the age of 53.

William Greene, A New Set of Shoes, c.1904, oil on canvas,
Aigantighe Art Gallery Collection, 1956.76.

Greene was a humble man who loved to paint the sublime
beauty of animals and the simple rural landscapes that
surrounded him. Echoing some of these contemporaries ,
such as Sir Edwin Henry Landseer (1802 – 1873) and the
painters of the French Realism movement of the mid19th-century including Jean-François Millet and Gustave
Courbet, who painted ordinary people and the ordinary
surroundings of everyday, trying to capture a world before
it is destroyed by the industrial revolution.
In 1902 Greene stated “The simple pastoral landscape is to
me much more beautiful than our grander scenes, I fear that
the latter has, to a certain extent, a bad effect on our young
artists, causing them to think far too much of subject, and
to neglect the interpretation of that quieter beauty which is
within the reach of everyone and yet is seen by few.”
(Dunedin Christmas Annual, 1902, p.19)

Hamish Pettengell

Recent Events

Conserving the Collection
With the Don Binney painting recently back from the
conservators and looking amazing, we now turn our
art restoration focus to a beautiful Bronze sculpture,
entitled The Gymnast, by Francis Shurrock (1887–
1977). Our fundraising goal to restore this significant
work is $950.
Also we are still fundraising for the conservation of
Thomas Kennington’s The Mother, 1895, one of a
number of paintings in the Gallery’s collection in need
of conservation.
If you would like to make a donation to help us conserve
the Gallery’s collection for future generations, please
keep an eye out for our raffles or we would welcome
any donations via internet banking to Friends of
Aigantighe Art Gallery (SBS Bank 03 1355 0733195 00)
or by cheque to PO Box 780, Timaru, 7940.

What’s on
Unconditional V
(Un)conditional V is a partnership project between The Physics
Room and the Aigantighe Art Gallery and is part of The Physics
Room’s itinerant exhibition programme in 2018. This group
exhibition includes Ana Iti, Clara Wells, Kerry Ann Lee, Miranda
Parkes and Tim McLaughlin, who have been invited to create
site-specific works for the internal gallery and the external garden
and also negotiate the connection or disconnection between
the two spaces. The exhibition opens on Saturday 8 September
at 2pm and is proudly sponsored by the Friends of the Aigantighe
Art Gallery.
8 September - 21 October 2018

Land Marks - Architectural forms of South Canterbuy
This exhibition coincides with The New Zealand Institute of
Architects Festival of Architecture and is an exploration of South
Canterbury’s rich architectural heritage from the past to the
future.
8 September - 21 October 2018

Alpine Energy Art Awards and South
Canterbury Art Society Annual Exhibition
The South Canterbury Arts Society Annual exhibition showcases
a wide range of work by regional members and recognised Art
Society members from around New Zealand. The exhibition is
proudly sponsored by Alpine Energy.
27 October - 11 November 2018
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